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ome and gone. I, as part of the planning

" team, am so blessed with this event. Of course,
this is also the hard works from so many broth-
ers and sisters behind the scenes. I saw
firsthand how God led the way and made this
retreat so smoothly. I would say all the workers
who involved with this event had done great
jobs. From securing the facility, the theme of
the retreat, inviting the speakers and follow up,
promotions, registration, programs design
(English & Chinese), administration preparation,
praise teams, choirs, bus coordination, opening/
closing ceremony, AV team, translators, children
program and child care, discussion group lead-
ers, devotional leaders, recreation, free time
activities, snacks, photographers, medical and
countless hours of meetings. All these were to
proclaim God'’s Glory and His Majestic!

With all these preparation, what did you
get out of this retreat? How were you going to
respond to God’s calling through His Servants
(both Pastors)? Are you willing to share the
gospel and transform your lives, so you can live
as His witness daily?

Of course during the whole planning
process we faced many diversities, Satan was
waiting and attacking many phrases through-
out. Today I say to you, “"God had won this
battle again! Amen!”

When I was gathering coworkers for this
retreat as early as last September, I prayed to
God that He would rise up some brothers and
sisters to serve. Before long, God had an-
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2015 Family Retreat
Wei Li

The following is my sharing during the closing ceremony at the 2015 Family Retreat.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I really appreciate your participation in this retreat. In particular I wish to thank all our co-workers
during the retreat. For instance, while the parents were listening to the sermons and chatting with their
friends, did we realize that sister Cathy and her co-workers (such as Wendy and Julia) were taking care of
the children and they were usually the last ones to eat? While we were enjoying all the delicious foods, did
we realize that Bonnie Si-Mo and Brother Ryan prepared all the snacks for us, and worked until mid-night?
While we were enjoying the music offerings, were we aware that sister Heather was having a heavy mi-
grant during the last day due to her hard work, and that she almost could not walk or speak? There are
many other details similar to these that I cannot enumerate. With so many co-workers who sacrificed their
personal time during the past few months, I am really thankful for their efforts, and I also felt encouraged
while I felt tired myself. They deserve a big applause! With so many efforts, we are hoping that the retreat
is not just an event for fun, it's a life-changing event.

To be honest with you, I don't personally feel comfortable talking to such a big group of people, alt-

- hough T have been a teacher for many years. But there are something I wanted to share regarding my per- %
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; sonal experience before and during the retreat. As
T many of you are aware, my wife and our elder son
had a high fever just two days before the retreat,
and we were praying for their recovery otherwise I
could not take my two kids here. Fortunately both
of their temperatures were normal on Friday. We
made a last minute decision that the whole family
would come. It seems that it should be a happy
trip since the kids have been expecting this for
months, unfortunately it was not. On our way driv-
ing here for the retreat, my wife and I argued. It
started with me talking about my kidney diagnosis
a few days ago, and my wife was so cared about
me and she started blaming my habits. As many
of you know, in Chinese family, there is one type
of caring called "Blaming". It was like a normal
pattern - both of us were tired and stressed over
the past few days, and we could easily get emo-
tional. We were just throwing words to each other
as a fight escaladed, and the kids were pretty qui-
et. At one point, I was asking myself, "What is the
whole purpose of going to retreat? Do I need to
go at all?" I even wanted to turn back my vehicle
and go home since I didn't think I behaved like a
Christian.

I finally decided to continue to drive - with-
out saying anything. But deep in my heart it was
all bitter and depression. While the whole family
stopped at a gas station and prepared for a quick
lunch, to my surprise, my wife said, "We need to
pray before anyone can have lunch." I agreed - of
course I had no other choice. We admitted our

sins to God, prayed for each other, and we asked iﬁ

the kids to pray for us as well. We cried. The an-
ger was mostly gone, and we then had a happy
meal. At that moment, I really felt that the Holy
Spirit was with us since we couldn’t imagine that
we could reconcile in such a short time without
relying on God's help. I am deeply thankful for my
wife, Ying, she helped me put aside my sins, and
followed the path of God so that I could continue
with my trip - both inside and outside the retreat.

During the past few days, I heard a couple
of strong messages from Pastor Chan, and I wish
you felt the same. He has preached from several
perspectives how we Christians can be renewed -
through view of life, value system, habits and
characteristics, offering, and through accountabil-
ity. Yesterday when he was talking about many
struggles Christians were facing on offerings, I
agreed since I am one of these Christians. After
his talk, I was asking myself, "Despite of all logis-
tics issues, why we have struggles in the first
place? If we really think that all our belongs are
from God, why we need to struggle by sending
money back?" That was a big move to me.

That's all my sharing at this point. I believe
God will shape me more in the years to come. May
God bless us all.

Last but not least, I wish to remind every-
one - if we want to be better Christians, when we
have church-wide events like this, remember two
things - Arrive on Time and Clean up before we
leave! Thank you!
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Retreat Expertence

Jessica Min

My name is Jessica Min, first time in attending the 2015 Family Retreat through
Chinese Baptist Church in Coral Springs.

Quite few years, I heard about it, but I never prioritized myself to it. One time, as
I was browsing the Internet and saw some pictures of a Retreat: people gathering, learn-
ing, playing games as a group...having fun...yet, the purpose is to worship the Lord and
also spend the time to reflect. I started thinking of attending it. That was about two years
ago. Talk about slow decision making, becoming a Christian, the Lord had been quite pa-
tient with me for 19 years.

Well, like everyone else, or some of the Christians, once again, I thought to skip
this year’s Retreat. Since the beginning of this year, my career had hit some uphill. Much
experience, now I look back, was the opportunity that the Lord chastened me to listen to
Him, be trained by Him, be re-shaped by Him like the potter, to be faithful, and be ready
to His new tasks...It was challenging.

One day my mom took the Retreat registration form home. Without much hesita-
tion, I immediately filled it out. I knew if I had put it down, most likely I would not do it. I
filled out the form whole heartily with a small donation too, which was not quite usual. I
felt the Lord’s calling as well as the calling to contribute to the church’s financial needs;
little help goes a longer way for everyone...

When the days came for the Retreat, the Lord had prepared my heart, my mind,
and my soul. I longed for His Word/teaching. On the way to the Retreat, Winnie and Xiayi
handed out the words for the Christian songs. As I sung one of the songs, my tears just
poured out like a water fall. The words mentioned God’s crown and thorns that brought
me to years ago when I was in middle school. I was about 13 years old. I had scored
number one in most of subjects, if not, perhaps all. I was given a task to share my study
success to my schoolmates, about 600 students because our middle school and high school
were bundled together in one location. I clearly re-
membered that I quoted one statement which I
found somewhere. It said: All crowns in the world
were made from thorns. At that time, I just imag-
ined the thorny crown that pinches my fingertips; I
learned to score number one, the person must sacri-
fice. As I was singing along on the bus to the Re-
treat, I suddenly had a sense of realization after 30
some years. I realized that the Lord had called me
many years ago that I was His daughter also His
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bride. My tears kept running; I felt the
power of my Lord’s love, always there,
eternally, even when I didn't know. He
has always been there for me. This is

how my Retreat started. I knew I was on
the right track. Praise the Lord!

Among the three days in Retreat,
I'd like to share the most is the first night.
It was just right. The Lord wanted me to
be there to listen to His Word, to be re-
shaped, to learn, to humble myself. I
heard Pastor Daniel Chan preaching us on
Peter’s story. He made about six pointers
about Peter’s before and after. Pastor
Chan pointed out Peter was smart, but he
short cut things; Peter was creative but
had no patience; Peter spoke eloquently,
yet his messages had no depth. The
most memorial point Pastor Chan men-
tioned was Peter had guts but had no
strategies. These were Peter’s beginning
journey with the Lord, perhaps, during his
first three years. I felt that I was reveal-
ing me through Peter. After Peter’s strug-
gling, once Peter understood the power of
salvation, Peter humbled himself. He
worked and worked without complaining.
He then learned to act accordingly. He
realized the Lord was the only source of
speech, bravery, intelligence, patience...
Peter started changing. He compared
with himself: Am I better than myself yes-
terday? The continuous progress weights
more than skills...Therefore, Peter be-
came the boulder from a little rock.

From the story of Peter, Pastor
Chan directed Christians to be humble, to
learn, to work hard, to practice our pa-
tience, to think critically, to experience, to
spend time with the Lord and to do His

Through this Retreat, I met many
wonderful sisters, brothers-in-Christ. I
had opportunities to chat with Pastoress
Bonnie, to better know her and to be bet-
ter known. I enjoyed the dumpling pro-
ject. I was so glad I was able to use my
water melon cutting skills to quickly pre-
pare the water melon desert for the event
attendees.

I gained few pounds, I think, be-
cause of its delicious and ongoing food,
breakfast buffet, snacks, lunch buffet,
dinner buffet, night snacks...Friends, peo-
ple like-minded, wonderful food, I truly
experienced the Lord’s love!

This Retreat was so necessary.
It's a decision. I heard my Lord’s chas-
tening. The Lord wanted me to hearing
His teaching/Word through Pastor Daniel
Chan, flying in from Massachusetts to
Florida. The Lord had truly prepared me
to the next level of my life and my busi-
ness.

Ever since the Retreat, Lord
opened more doors for me. My heart in
servicing others just overflows more than
ever, with Lord’s mission and love. Now,
I learned to be more humble, every day.
More humble I become, more rewards I
receive.

I love my Lord, Jesus Christ!
You're my savior, my God, my Lord, my
only God, my Father. Your Word is my
lamp to guide my feet and a light for my
path. Amen!
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PROJECT OUTREACH @ COVENANT VILLAGE /
ASSISTED LIVING PAVILION, PLANTATION
BY LAUREN LAM

'
7
Our group was very representative of our Church, with members from almost each fel-
lowship. KCFC (children ministry) had been very active prior to the visit, preparing gifts for
both residents and staff and producing colorful drawings bearing a message of hope and love
for each resident.

During my first visit at the Covenant Village with Miss Cathy and Winnie Yuen (Luke
fellowship), I was struck by the loneliness and the sadness of the few residents we encountered.
My heart was broken when walking down the empty corridors as I could sense their deep sor-
row and their utter abandonment.

However, when we got there that Saturday, we had so much joy and love of Christ to
share that the residents were won over. They enjoyed the hymns we sang together, they enjoyed
the Chinese food and tea, they enjoyed the company, and they were receptive to the Gospel. We
gave some of the residents a Gideon's Bible and offered to come regularly to read some verses
to them.

We wanted to show them that even though they may feel lonely, they are never alone
because our Lord Jesus is with them every step of the way. We wanted to remind them that they
are not forgotten because they all are sons and daughters of God.

What stirred my heart the most was to see each and every one of us finding their place
and knowing what to do: we were there to share our testimony, love and care for these elderly.
This was clearly God working in us. Although most of us didn't know each other before the
mission, we could feel the unity of our Church as we were serving with the same compassionate
heart.

I was especially touched by a 93 year old resident from Latvia. His English name is
John but his real name is Janis. I have been visiting him regularly on Sundays and am building
a godly relationship with him. There are days when he is completely withdrawn and I have to
be patient. There are days when he would be eager to share more and he would tell me about his
life, his 2 wives, and his 2 daughters.

¢
g
1
"
= He doesn't understand why he is still alive in that old body, he who used to be a profes-
' sional basketball player is now spending his days in a wheelchair, waiting for death. My mes-
' i sage to him is always the same: it is God's perfect plan and God's perfect timing. We just have
: ‘ . to remember each morning when we open our eyes that we still have a mission to accomplish
' b and the Lord grants us each single breath for a purpose: to know Him more and to make Him
E known. Let's praise the Lord for His greatness, His mercy and His unconditional love.

1 Corinthians 1313 English Standard Version (ESV)
’So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”

ng“t\\“‘t\\\\\“t\\“\\‘
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Mission

©The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate through written words. We therefore

Guidelines for articles

welcome your articles, including : devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems and so on. In order to
encourage a greater variety of contribution.
©The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year. Please submit your article at anytime.

©Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu : guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

©The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.




